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John A. D. Cooper, M.D., 1909–2002

John A. D.
Cooper, M.D.,
died of com-
plications from
A l z hei mer ’s
disease on Jan-
uary 27, 2002,
in Birming-
ham, Ala-
bama. For al-

most thirty years, he played a ma-
jor role in the development of U.S.
health sciences libraries. In 1969, he
became the first full-time president
of the Association of American Med-
ical Colleges (AAMC) and served
there until his retirement in 1986.

Dedicated supporter of the im-
provement of medical education
and ‘‘tenacious advocate for librar-
ies’’ [1], Cooper and John Sherman,
long-time vice-president of AAMC,
with the support of Martin M.

Cummings, former National Li-
brary of Medicine (NLM) director,
assembled the personnel and re-
sources that made possible new
collaborations between the leaders
of medical schools and libraries.
Over the next two decades, a series
of influential AAMC studies stim-
ulated library development. In the
1970s, E. A. Stead, Jr., and Cheves
Smythe spearheaded Educational
Technology for Medicine, a report ex-
pertly guided by Harold School-
man for NLM [2]. This report led
to multiple program additions in
the Lister Hill Center at NLM, in-
cluding the development of AV-
LINE and the expansion of new
technologies in medical schools.

With AAMC encouragement, the
Association of Academic Health Sci-
ences Library Directors (AAHSLD)
was formed in 1977 and became

one of AAMC’s affiliated organi-
zations. In the 1980s, Marjorie Wil-
son, with William G. Cooper as the
program officer for NLM, initiated
the study that resulted in the Ma-
theson-Cooper report and the be-
ginning of the Integrated Ad-
vanced Information Management
Systems (IAIMS) program [3]. This
report was closely followed by Phy-
sicians for the Twenty-first Century,
which included a subgroup report
on medical information science
skills; it was chaired by Donald A.
B. Lindberg, now NLM director [4].
Later came Challenge to Action, the
recommendations for health scienc-
es libraries compiled by a joint task
force of MLA and AAHSLD [5].

In 1981, U.S. News and World Re-
port named Dr. Cooper one of the
five most influential people in med-
ical and health education. He pub-
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lished more than 300 articles on
biomedical research, medical edu-
cation, health policy, and medical
care in the scientific and profes-
sional literature. He also received
twelve honorary degrees from var-
ious institutions, as well as numer-
ous other honors. The health sci-
ences library community is now—
and will remain—indebted to him
for his shaping vision and vigorous
support.

Nina W. Matheson
Washington, DC
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